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Stephen	Koch
A	pioneer	of	snowboard	mountaineering,	

Stephen	was	carving	Mt.	Owen	when	

swallowed	by	an	avalanche.	Falling	2,000	

feet	and	sustaining	multiple	injuries,	

he	incredibly	traversed	to	safety.	When	

not	snowboarding	on	the	Seven	Summits,	

Stephen	promotes	mountain	safety	

through	avalancheawareness.org.

Josh	Bender
The	godfather	of	big	drops,	this	free-ride	

mountain	biker	has	experienced	his	fair	

share	of	injuries.	Of	course,	broken	bones	

are	to	be	expected	when	jumping	off	55-foot	

cliffs	is	part	of	your	daily	routine.	In	Josh’s	

own	words,	“You’ve	got	to	break	a	few	eggs	

to	make	an	omelet.”
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Erik	Weihenmayer
Fractures	are	the	least	of	this	mountain	

climber’s	concerns.	Blind	since	thirteen,	

Erik	has	nonetheless	conquered	McKinley,	

and	the	rest	of	the	Seven	Summits.	Erik	is	

currently	preparing	to	lead	an	expedition	

of	blind	Tibetan	teenagers	up	Lhakpa	Ri.	

See	what’s	possible	at	climbingblind.org.
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